
Cessna O-2A Skymaster

  

The O-2 Skymaster is a military version of the Cessna 337 Super Skymaster and was originally
used as an observation and forward air control (FAC) aircraft. The United States Air Force
(USAF) commissioned Cessna to build a military variant of the 337 in 1966 to supplement the
O-1 Bird Dog which at that time was the primary FAC aircraft.

  

  

The first flight of the O-2 prototype occurred in January 1967. Production soon followed and the
first deliveries were made to the USAF in March 1967. The O-2 is distinguished by twin tail
booms and tandem-mounted engines. The engine & propeller arrangement make flight
operations easier due to centerline thrust. Twin engines also allowed the O-2 to absorb more
ground fire and still return safely, endearing it to its crews.

  

  

A total of 532 O-2s were built in two variants for the USAF. The O-2A was equipped with wing
mounted hard points as well as additional radio equipment and served as a FAC aircraft.
O-2A(s) identified and marked enemy targets with smoke rockets, coordinated air strikes and
reported target damage. The O-2B(s) were converted Cessna 337(s) equipped with
loudspeakers and a leaflet dispenser for use in the psychological warfare operations role.

  

  

The museum's O-2A S/N # 67-21334 was delivered to the USAF in 1967. The first assignment
was with the 504th Tactical Air Support Group / 20th Tactical Air Support Squadron (TAAS) at
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Da Nang Air Base, Vietnam in November 1967. While in the 20th TAAS, it flew many hazardous
combat missions and received damage from ground fire; most notable are: Christmas Day
1967, .30 caliber bullet hole through right wing tank; March 9, 1968 .30 caliber bullet hole
through left outboard wing flap;  April 2, 1968 six shrapnel holes in right rudder and stabilizer,
small hole top of left rudder, hole in bottom of rear engine cowling, right window cracked, hole in
top of right outboard flap; October 23, 1968, .50 caliber bullet hole through left vertical stabilizer.

  

After serving in Vietnam, 67-21334 returned stateside, serving with various units until being
retired in February 1992 and released as surplus.

  

  

The Cavanaugh Flight Museum added 67-21334 to its collection in 2012. The aircraft is painted
in the colors and markings it wore during its service in Vietnam with the 20th Tactical Air
Support Squadron.

  

  

Click here for information on how you can take a ride in this historic warbird aircraft.

  

  

*This Aircraft is available for your airshow!*

  

        ENGINE     2 - CONTINENTAL IO-360-D developing 210 h.p. each
    WING SPAN     38 feet 0inches
    LENGTH     29 feet, 2 inches
    HEIGHT     9 feet, 5 inches
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http://www.cavanaughflightmuseum.com/index.php/component/content/article/125
http://cavanaughflightmuseum.com/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=121


Cessna O-2A Skymaster

    MAX TAKEOFF WEIGHT    4,850 pounds
    CREW     3
    MANUFACTURED BY     Cessan
    TOTAL BUILT     532
    FIRST BUILT     1967
    MUSEUM'S AIRCRAFT BUILT    1967
    ON DISPLAY AT     Cavanaugh Flight Museum, Addison Airport (KADS), Dallas, Texas
    MAXIMUM SPEED     220 m.p.h.
    MAXIMUM RANGE     1,400 miles
    SERVICE CEILING (MAX)    22,000 feet
    SERIAL NUMBER     67-21334
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